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May 1, 2008 

Welcome to all!  Weôre glad youôre here!  

Todayôs Program 

An Early Motherôs Day Program 

With Super Mom 

Frances Smith 

The biographical information on Frances 

for the bulletin is pretty slim.   Bobby Welch 

says she is a very important foster mom 

who has had over 100 foster children.  Who 

could be better qualified to give us some in-

side information about foster parenting and 

being a mother?   

The first thing that might pop into our 

heads is wondering how Motherôs Day is for 

her.  Weôll bet she gets a few phone calls, 

visits and gifts.  Bobby says Frances has 

served many years Newnan Police Depart-

ment. 

********************************************  

Note:  Just got back from SSI and found additional 

info about Mrs. Smith that Bobby W. left in my 

mailbox.  This will be passed out at meeting. 

********************************************

Speaking of Motherôs DayðDo you know: 

Different countries celebrate Mother's Day on various 

days of the year because the day has a number of dif-

ferent origins.  One school of thought claims this day 

emerged from a custom of mother worship in ancient 

Greece, which kept a festival to Cybele, a great mother 

of Greek gods.  

The ancient Romans also had another holiday, Ma-

tronalia, that was dedicated to Juno, though mothers 

were usually given gifts on this day. 

Mothering Sunday, also 

called "Mothers' Day" in the 

United Kingdom and Ireland 

falls on the fourth Sunday of 

Lent (exactly three weeks 

before Easter Sunday). It is 

believed to have originated 

from the 16th century Chris-

tian practice of visiting one's 

mother church annually, 

which meant that most 

mothers would be reunited 

with their children on this day. 

The United States celebrates Mother's Day on the 

second Sunday in May. In the United States, Mother's 

Day was loosely inspired by the British day and was 

imported by social activist Julia Ward Howe after the 

American Civil War.  Anna Jarvis, started a crusade 

to found a memorial day for women. The first such 

Mother's Day was celebrated in Grafton, West Vir-

ginia, on 10 May 1908, in the church where the elder 

Ann Jarvis had taught Sunday School. Originally the 

Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church, this building 

is now the International Mother's Day Shrine (a Na-

tional Historic Landmark). From there, the custom 

caught on ð spreading eventually to 45 states. The 

holiday was declared officially by some states begin-

ning in 1912. In 1914 President Woodrow Wilson 

declared the first national Mother's Day, as a day for 

American citizens to show the flag in honor of those 

mothers whose sons had died in war. 

Mother's Day continues to this day to be one of the 

most commercially successful U.S. occasions. Ac-

cording to the National Restaurant Association, 

Mother's Day is now the most popular day of the year 

to dine out at a restaurant in the United States. The 

occasion is now celebrated not so much with flags as 

with gifts, cards, hugs, thank-yous.  
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Georgia District  

Kiwanis International  

Annual Georgia District Kiwanis Convention 

Governor M.J. (Mick) Maguire  

Wyndham Peachtree Conference Center  

Peachtree City, Georgia 

August 15-17, 2008  

Gentlemen, this is probably just about as close to 

Newnan and Coweta County as a Georgia District 

convention is ever going to be held.  Itôs a great op-

portunity for us to attend a District Convention at a 

low costðregistration is only fifty bucks.  That gets 

you into the convention and includes the general ses-

sion and the training sessions.  Other events that in-

clude a meal cost extra.  Letôs support our Gover-

nor. Mick Maguire and the Georgia District by hav-

ing a good turnout for this event.   

********************************************

What is Aktion Club? 

Aktion Club is the newest member of the Sponsored Organizations 

and Programs at Kiwanis International.  Aktion Club is a commu-

nity-service group for adult citizens who live with a disability. The 

mission of Aktion Club is: 

To provide these adults an opportunity to develop initiative and 

leadership skills. 

To serve their community. 

To be integrated into society 

To demonstrate the dignity and value of citizens living with dis-

abilities. 

                             Upcoming Programs/Events    

 

May 8    Joint meeting...National Day of Prayer 

May 15  Bob Crutchfield ...Christian City 

May 22  Don Nixon ....Arts Center 

May 29  Garrett Freeman...Skin Cancer Spec. 

June 5   Melissa Ringfield..New Doctor 

June 12  Mitchell Hicks...Uniglobe/with cruise director 

Board of Directors 

2008 - 2011 

Lee Hunter 

 

 

Board of Directors 

2008 - 2011 

Skip Ellis 

 

Thanks for your willingness to serve. 


